
Old Mi l l  High School   

The 2016-17 school year 

is well underway, and our 

students are back in the 

swing of things. Our 

classrooms and hallways 

have been busy 

with a flurry of 

activity, including 

many school-

wide initiatives.  

 

The Signature: 

International Economics 

& Finance program is 

rolling to start the year 

as well.  We have a new 

teacher at the helm of 

International Economics 

& Finance Explorations I 

(see below) and 16 

freshmen enrolled, with 

another 16 set to take 

the introductory course 

in the spring.  

 

Old Mill saw the first Sig-

nature graduate in 2016, 

and this year we are on 

track to see six seniors 

finish the program. They 

will complete an intern-

ship or capstone project to 

earn Signature credit, and 

they are all eager to be 

involved with our IEF Sig-

nature.  

2016-17 

also marks 

the first 

year for the 

School-

based Sig-

nature 

Team, which will provide 

guidance and input on the 

school-wide implementa-

tion of Signature.  

 

This team will assist with 

the creation of advisory 

lessons, advise their de-

partments regarding Sig-

nature opportunities and 

happenings, and deter-

mine the most affective 

ways Signature can sup-

port teachers in the class-

room.  

 

At it’s core, Signature ex-

ists to promote collabora-

tion between the school 

and the community. In an ef-

fort to grow that relationship, 

Signature will be holding Inter-

view/Resume Workshops for 

English 11 students in Octo-

ber.  

 

Guests from the community 

will discuss with students inter-

view skills, resume tips, and 

the dos and don’ts of inter-

viewing. This will be in prepara-

tion for the Mock Interview 

program which will take place 

November 10 & 11.  

 

There are many other Signa-

ture collaborations taking 

place around the building, 

along with a number of guest 

speakers and field trips al-

ready planned. If you are inter-

ested in learning more about 

how Signature can support you 

in your classroom, please con-

tact Joshua White, Signature 

Program Facilitator, at 

jtwhite@aacps.org.  

 

Here’s to a great 2016-17 

school year!  
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Old Mill HS Mission: 

 The mission of Old Mill 
High School, a community 
rich in diversity with a mul-
titude of programs, is to 
promote academic excel-
lence and global perspective 
through collaboration and 
self-assessment in an effort 
to prepare productive citi-
zens in an ever-changing 
world.  

AVID Mission:  

 The mission of AVID is to 
close the achievement gap 
by preparing all students for 
college readiness and suc-
cess in a global society.  

Signature Mission:  

 The mission of the Interna-
tional Economics & Fi-
nance Signature is to help 
students develop a sense of 
individual responsibility, 
learn life and career skills, 
gain business, finance, and 
economic skills, and the 
critical thinking skills neces-
sary to achieve the highest 
levels of personal, academ-
ic, and career success.  
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  Ms. Brown has a group of 19 

students in Explorations I, and 

she is providing 

them with an intro-

duction to econom-

ics, finance, and the 

role of the individual 

in the local, state, 

and national econo-

mies.  

 

Additionally, Ms. Brown is tack-

ling the daunting task of teach-

ing financial literacy skills to 

her students in an effort to 

provide them with crucial skills 

they can use during and after 

high school.  

 

Ms. Brown brings energy and 

excitement to her room and has 

a good rapport with her kids. Her 

interest in the content and all 

things Signature is reflected in 

her students, and she will be a 

valuable asset to Old Mill High 

School for years to come.  

 

Be sure to welcome Ms. Brown 

to the Patriot family!  

Among the new faces this year 

is Elizabeth Brown. Ms. Brown 

joins the Old Mill 

Social Studies De-

partment, having 

previously taught at 

Meade High.   

 

Ms. Brown is teach-

ing U.S. Govern-

ment and AP Eco-

nomics. She is also the new 

teacher of International Eco-

nomics & Finance Explorations 

I, the introductory Signature 

Course at Old Mill.  

mailto:jtwhite@aacps.org


Signature: International Economics 
& Finance:  

 Oct 10-11 Interview/Resume 

Workshop, Media Center 

 Oct. 17 Guest Speaker: Use of 

Credit, Explorations 4B 

 Oct. 19 ICST Meeting CCC Conf. 

Room,  8:00-9:30 am 

 Nov. 1 Field Trip: Civil 

Engineering Fair, Explorations 
& Tech Ed.  

 Nov. 2 Guest Speaker: Investing 

in your Future, Explorations 4B 

 Nov. 4 Field Trip: Eco City Farm, 

Nutrition  

 Nov. 10-11 Mock Interview 

Program 

 Nov. 15 Field Trip: Oriole Park , 

Explorations, AP Econ 
 
AVID:  

 Oct. 17-18 AVID College Fair, 

Media Center  

 Nov. 17 AVID Student 

Leadership Conference 

Upcoming Events :   

who completed the survey said 

they did not use any of the over-

lays available by department on 

the shared drive.  

 

There were several reasons for 

this, including: Existing lessons 

don’t apply to their content 

(44%); Content doesn’t relate to 

economics/finance (31%); Lack 

of time to connect content to 

economics/finance (23%).  

 

Respondents were also asked 

how Signature can support 

teachers in the classroom.  

Many teachers said that they 

would like guest speakers, 

while others said they would 

want to get their students out of 

the building on field trips. 

Teachers also said they would 

be interested in professional 

development focused on signa-

ture themed connections to 

their content.  

 

In an effort to support teachers 

in the incorporation of our Sig-

nature theme to their content, 

 In an effort to determine the 

most practical way for the 

Signature: International Eco-

nomics & Finance Program to 

support teachers in the class-

room, teachers completed a 

school-wide survey about 

economics and finance at the 

end of last year.  

 

The survey focused on teach-

er usage of Signature over-

lays in the classroom, the 

connection of content to our 

Signature theme, and some 

general feedback on the in-

corporation of economic and 

financial connections to 

course content.  

 

Of the 70 respondents, 87% 

were familiar with the Signa-

ture theme at Old Mill. Addi-

tionally, 67% of respondents 

said they had connected their 

specific content with econom-

ics and finance at least once 

over the course of the year.   

 

Conversely, 75% of those 

the School-Based Signature Team 

is focusing on the creation of tools 

to bring Signature into all content 

areas. By making connections to 

economics and finance, students 

will gain a sense of practicality and 

relevance to the content they are 

learning.  

 

The use of Signature Connections 

will help promote student inquiry, a 

school improvement goal, support 

student success on PARCC, HSA, 

AP, and IB exams, and support 

teachers looking to meet the 2016-

17 Walk Through standards.  

 

Signature Connections will be pre-

sented to the faculty in October. 

Please be sure to provide feed-

back! Our goal is to support our 

teachers and their content by 

providing quick and easy tools to 

make practical connections.   

 

Let’s get our kids college and ca-

reer-ready by connecting your class 

to the real world!  
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Joshua White 

Signature Program Facilitator  

Phone: 410-969-9010 x 277 

E-mail: jtwhite@aacps.org 

 

Emily Gordon 

AVID Site Coordinator 

Phone: 410-969-9010 

Email: ecgordon@aacps.org 

Patriots are: 
 Productive. Respectful. Involved. Determined. Empowered.  

Old Mill  

High School 

Dr. Kevin Hamlin, Principal   

Signature Program Notes:  

 Have you connected your content to our Signature theme? Are you planning to? Contact the 

Signature office if you would like to earn some extra cash for developing Signature-themed 

overlays in your content area!  

 Interested in connecting your course to careers or educational opportunities? Consider bring-

ing in a guest speaker to discuss what careers or employment opportunities exist within your 

content. Past speakers have included guests from Under Armour, Towson University, Bay 

Vanguard FSB, UMUC, and other local businesses. Contact Joshua White, Signature Program 

Facilitator, for more information.  

 The Old Mill High School Mock Interview Program takes place on November 10-11 in the 

Media Center. All English 11 students will participate in an interview experience which will 

help prepare them for the real thing. If you know of anyone who would be interested in partic-

ipating as an interviewer, please contact Joshua White, Signature Program Facilitator, for more 

information and to sign up.  

AVID: What’s Happening! 

 The AVID College Fair will take place in the Media Center on October 17-18. Bring your clas-

ses to see the schools on display!  

 Old Mill and AVID will host the annual AVID Student Leadership Conference on Thursday, 

November 17. Students from all around the county will come together for student-led activi-

ties. See Emily Gordon, AVID Site Coordinator, for more information.  

Visit OMHS on the web!  

www.oldmillhs.org 

AVID Organizational Tip:   

 Be sure to plan lessons that support 

our School Improvement Plan! 

 Encourage students to use PRIDE 

affectively– get them in your room!  

 Standardize the use of Cornell Notes 

in your class. Students can use them 

with reading assignments, HW, or 

collaborative group work.   


